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inflamed public opinion in both countries that France
declared war. Here the Crown Princess and her mother
were passionately at one. All the Queen's pro-German
sympathies were stirred, and they both trembled for
Germany's very existence before the might of France.
Oddly enough the Prince Consort's mission, which
Bismarck had been so brutally misinterpreting, became a
living force again. The Queen remembered how on
that state visit to France, just before her daughter was
betrothed, Prince Albert had by no means shared her
enthusiasm for the French. Albert had never trusted
Napoleon III, and as for France, he considered her a

* vainglorious and immoral nation.'    What would Albert
have thought of her declaring war on his pacific native
land ?     The   Queen   said   to   Sir   Theodore   Martin:

* It was merciful that the beloved Prince was taken,

for had he  lived I  could never have   prevented   him

from joining the German Armies.' x    Anxiety, however,

as to the fate of Germany was short-lived, for her hosts

swept forward on a flood-tide of victory.   On September i,

1870,  the battle of Sedan broke the French,  and the

Crown Princess's letters to her mother became as lyrical

as the chant of Deborah.    Once again she was Prussian

to the core, and she lectured her mother on the bitter

feelings which had prevailed in Germany against England

at the opening of the war.    The feeling had been (she

wrote),   ' If we  are  annihilated,  England will  be the

cause:   she knows and acknowledges that we have been

unfairly and unjustly attacked, and yet she will quietly

see us go to the bottom without stirring a little finger

to help us !  ,  .  . England is suffering from obesity and

too indolent to stir, it rather lets us perish than speak
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